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A We]coming Congrcgation

Andi Stout, President

I hope everyone had happy, not-
too-stressful holidays. I just want to
know how come I always feel under
the gun when the dates are the
same every year! Maybe I should
make a new year’s resolution to
start planning for Christmas earlier
this year.

There is an update on the dates for New Urban West
to appear before the Escondido Planning Commission and
the City Council. They are January 27" and February 18",
respectively. Please save these dates to attend the
meetings and support the developer. Watch for more
particulars about these meetings. Please see Bob Nelson’s
article elsewhere in this newsletter for more information
about our facility expansion status.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish Chalice a
happy 15" anniversary on January 1. We will be
celebrating all year — the first event is January 1. And we
plan to have some activity every month on the 15%, Stay
tuned to see what’s planned each month!

And in January we will have the first of three one-hour
sessions about Social Justice Discernment. Our goal will be
to set the vision for our social justice program, including
selecting the broad social justice issues we will focus on as
a congregation,

As you can see, there is lots going on at Chalice. I
encourage you to watch the monthly newsletters, the
weekly enUUs, the website, and the bulletin boards for up
-to-date information about all the activities.

Welcoming Congregation
We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming
Congregation by the Unitarian Universalist
Association of Congregations, and as such we
honor and value the racial, cultural, economic,
religious, physical ability, sexual orientation and
gender diversity of our members and visitors,
young and old.

Sunclay Services
at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

January 4 —

“The Welcome Table”
Multigenerational Service
Welcome to the New Year! Come to the welcome table,
where we sit together, tell stories, and break bread. We
rediscover the sacredness of eating together and explore
the power of sharing the table with friends and with
strangers.

Elizabeth Bukey

January 11 - Jessica Schulz and
“We Begin Again” Chalice Poets

As we begin the new year, we explore the themes of
new beginnings, next steps, big moments, and life
changes. Our talented Chalice poets and poetry lovers
will share what this theme means to them (and you'll be
surprised with the many different takes on the subject)
with poetry they have either chosen or written. There
will also be poems in musical form.

January 18 — Rev. Sharon Wylie
“Wrestling With Privilege”

Understanding race and class privilege is an important
part of resisting oppressive systems in our culture, but
it's also important spiritual work. Come consider how
understanding privilege and marginalization enhances
your own healing and wholeness.

January 25 — Rev. Sharon Wylie
“Cultivating Intuition and Trusting Faith”
Living whole-heartedly requires us to cultivate intuition
and trust faith, and to let go of the need for certainty.
This is the fifth in our 10-part sermon series inspired by
the book “Gifts of Imperfection” by shame researcher
Brené Brown.

Religious education for ages 4 and older is provided during the 9 am service.
Childcare for all ages is available at both the 9 am and 11 am services.
Spirit of Chalice meets in the cottage during the 11 am service.
Chalice High School Teen Group meets upstairs during the 11 am service.
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PrevUUs is published monthly by
the Chalice Unitarian Universalist
Congregation and distributed
electronically to members. To
receive a paper copy in the mail,
please contact Kathleen Swift,
Chalice Office Administrator.

January issue deadline:
Saturday, January 24
Submissions to
Questions: [not for public]

Editor
Paula Gonzales

Proofreaders
Peggy Kiefer, Andi Stout

Chalice

Chalice Web Site
ChaliceuuCongregation.org
Address:

2324 Miller Ave

Escondido, CA 92029
Phone:

760-737-0393

Board of Trustees
President: Andi Stout

Vice President: Susan Spoto
Past President: Deb Coon
Secretary: Debi Streett-Idell
Treasurer: Manuel Welchez
Trustees: Jerry Carter,

Ann Cunningham, Stuart Holmes,
Elijah Jones, & James Smullen

Board of T rustees Meeting [Highlights

December 2014 Board of Trustees Highlights

e Manuel reported a $55K increase on the income side of annual pledges.
There also has been an increase in the Master Building Fund. Funds
have been moved from Schwab to SDCCU to increase the interest rate.

e Sharon will be on study leave from December 29"-January 12.

e Congregant Beth Pinney passed away on December 7.

e Congregant Ray Oleski passed away December 8",

e The formation of a task force to encourage meaningful volunteerism was
held.

e RE has started a "Chalice Parents and Grandparents” Facebook group to
help build connections between congregants in this cohort group.

e Our Director of Congregational Life, Elizabeth, will lead us in a three-
part UU Justice Ministry discernment process to identify our
congregational justice focus. Meetings will take place from 12:15-1:15
on January 18, February 22, and March 22.

e Manuel has agreed to be our second SUUN representative.

e A January 1% Open Mic and Potluck will be held from 5:00-9:00 to
celebrate Chalice’s 15™ birthday.

e A task force was appointed to plan further 15-year anniversary
commemorations.

e A discussion was held regarding the funds CT should have at their
disposal.

e The Roberts Rules task force has distributed a draft of abbreviated rules
for consideration.

e The Emergency Preparedness task force recognized overlap between
their mission and CT responsibilities. The task force will concentrate on
the three main areas of earthquake, fire, and disruptive worship.

e A joint CT/Board meeting will be held on February 28" to examine the
policy book for possible modifications.

Coordinating T eam (CT) chort

December Coordinating Team Highlights

The Coordinating Team coordinates, integrates, and advocates the
methods for accomplishing the Congregation’s goals in accordance with
the Board'’s Policies. The Coordinating Team is composed of Delynn Kelly,
Callie Leef, Kathleen Swift, and Rev. Sharon Wylie.

e We have new carpet in the Chalice offices.
e The auction team has met and planning is underway.

e We have set discussion topics for the next three Council of Chairs
meetings:

e January 17: Size Transition Task Force and Policy Governance;
provide budget request forms.

e April 18: Mission and covenant (compile existing group missions
and covenants), budget requests due July 25:

e Cultivating volunteerism and leadership (gifts inventory tool)
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YPinister’s (YNessage

Beloved community,
Happy birthday, Chalice!

This month marks 15 years since Chalice Unitarian
Universalist Congregation formed and 110
members signed the membership book as founders
(47 of those original 110 are still involved at
Chalice). I am amazed and overwhelmed when I
think of the vision and commitment it must take to
start a church. Thank you, beloved founders! We
celebrate our founding members each November at
our “Chalice Soup” worship service.

Fifteen years later, we are going strong. We are
raising money for a much needed multipurpose
building. We have made the transition to Chalice’s
second settled minister (that would be me, now in
the middle of my third year with you). We have a
dedicated executive staff team of four religious
professionals. And we have a vibrant and caring
community of congregants who come together in
fellowship and commitment to make the world a
better place.

We are kicking off a year of celebration with a
Chalice Birthday Party on January 1, 5-9 p.m.
There is more information on this elsewhere in the
newsletter. We also hope and intend to have
something special on the 15" of each month
throughout the year. Not necessarily a party, but
something fun and interesting. Coming up:

January 15 (Thursday)—Our website will
(hopefully) be revamped by this day. Get
online and check it out!

February 15 (Sunday)—Our Sunday service
theme will be “Chocolate and Berry Sunday”
in honor and memory of Rev. Margo
McKenna, Chalice’s first settled minister, who
passed away a year ago. “Chocolate Sunday”
was Margo’s annual Valentine’s Day service,
and I'm adding “berries” for those of us who
don't eat sweets.

March 15 (Sunday)—We'll have the Canadian
delicacy, butter tarts, available after each
worship service. If you are interested in
helping bake these, let me know!

- continued above right—

But the most significant way we will
mark this anniversary year requires
more from you than eating treats and
coming to parties. This year we are
participating in a series of three
workshops led by the Unitarian
Universalist Justice Ministry (UUIM).
These workshops are designed to help
us set the vision for our social justice
program, including selecting the broad social justice
issues we will focus on as a congregation.

In going through some things in my office, I recently
found the results of a congregational survey that had
been taken in 2006. In some of the written comments
about the congregation’s commitment to social action,
one person wrote, “Where are we going here with
social action? What is Chalice’s mission in regard to
social action? We collect food and donate items once
a month, but what do we stand for?”

Nine years later, these are still the questions we are
asking ourselves. These workshops and the leadership
from UUIM are designed to help us—finally!—answer
them. Your involvement and attendance is critical. We
will meet together for three sessions, all on Sunday
after second service:

e January 18, 12:15-1:15 p.m.
e February 22, 12:15-1:15 p.m.
e March 22, 12:15-1:15 p.m.

It is extremely important that we have wide
participation in these workshops to help us set our
communal priorities and commitments to social action.
What better way to celebrate our past than by looking
ahead together?

Bright blessings, Sharon

Rev. Sharon Wylie’s Office Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 1-5 pm

Appointments outside office hours are based on
availability

Office phone: 760.737.0393 ** Cell phone: [not for public]
Email: [not for public]

Rev. Sharon will be out of the office on study leave from
Monday, December 29 through Monday, January 12. If
you need pastoral care during this time, please contact
our Director of Congregational Life, Elizabeth Bukey at
[not for public] Thank you.
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Ke trospcctli/c of Music

In recognition of Chalice’s 15" anniversary, here is a
look back at some of the major events and
accomplishments in the music department, contributed
by current and former music committee chairs.

Susan Spoto, Music Committee Chair, 2002 — 2005:

Chalice celebrated the 10-year anniversary of Tim
McKnight as Music Director this past August (2004 —
2014). His hiring was the highlight of my time in the
Chalice Music Committee. The committee was formed,
at the behest of the Board of Trustees, in 2002. We
started a search for a Music Director, after longtime
choir director, Lee Steadman, and pianist, Carol
Mclntyre, retired, culminating in the hiring of Tim
McKnight. The Music Committee, with Tim as Music
Director, forged an invigorating musical climate at
Chalice, welcoming many new visitors and members to
Sunday service(s).

Deb Coon, Music Committee Chair, 2005-2008:

After Susan had successfully launched the
committee, I became chair from 2005-2008. The
committee under my chairmanship was able to move
ahead and strengthen what we had begun. In October
2005, we held the first Cabaret as a fundraiser to buy
sheet music for the choir. We first called it “Cabaret
Night” because we were only going to do one
performance, but that same year it became “Cabaret
Nights” after selling out and needing a second
performance. Tim was Director, Lauren Schulz was
Assistant Director, and the older generation began to
learn new terms like “staging” and “blocking.” We
performed on a little 8x8 platform in one corner of the
chapel, with a small riser and a couple of floodlights,
and most of us were nervous wrecks, but we somehow
pulled it off and people loved it! Cabaret quickly became
a cherished Chalice tradition that has evolved over the
years; together our eight Cabarets have contributed a
total of over $43,000 to Chalice, and recently, $3,600 to
charity.

We made enough money with that first Cabaret, not
only to buy sheet music, but also to buy about 40 of the
newly published teal hymnal supplements for Chalice.
The music committee then held an additional fund drive
to complete the set of hymnal supplements for the
chapel. In 2006, we created our first music department
policies and procedures for Chalice’s new policy
handbook, and in 2007 we purchased hand chimes with
a gift from the Jim Stone Memorial Fund.

Andi Stout, Music Committee Chair, 2008-2011:

I was Chair of the Music Committee from July 2008
through June 2011. One of our accomplishments during
that time was designing and making the reversible choir

stoles. A team of seamstresses worked hard to complete
about 40 stoles, which were worn for the first time at the
June 2009 music service. We also researched copyright
issues and purchased a license which allows copyrighted
musical compositions to be performed at events and
functions at Chalice. Another major activity was compiling
an inventory of music-related items. This included
counting and numbering all the hymnals! Of course, this is
a list that needs to be occasionally updated. We also
established policies for borrowing sheet music and other
musical items. A major purchase during these three years
was the electronic keyboard that you see in the front of
the sanctuary.

Callie Leef, Music Committee Co-Chair, 2011-2014:

I was never the sole Music Committee chair but
helped John Schulz and Cheryl O'Gwynn while they were
the official chairs. During that time, we did have a few
accomplishments. We updated the music inventory and
did a major cleanup of the Music Office. We also
developed a Musician's Directory and distributed a form to
many of Chalice's musicians asking them to provide their
information for the directory. In addition, we developed
guidelines for requesting money from the Gloria Angelo
Arts Education Fund. Finally, we coordinated having
selections from the 2013 Cabaret performed at the Poway
Community Theater as a fundraiser for Chalice and the
theater.

Susan Sklar, current Music Committee Chair:

As a relative newcomer to Chalice and Chair of the
Music Committee only since July 2014, I've witnessed
decidedly increased activities in the Music Department.
Our Music Director, Tim McKnight, has added a full-
fledged Handchime Choir that made its debut in
November. We've seen the continued expansion and
growth of Spirit of Chalice (Chalice’s children's choir)
under the direction of Sarah Shapard and Amy
Throckmorton. The Chancel Choir continues to sing twice
monthly for both Sunday services. A number of choir
members participated in the Escondido Interfaith
Thanksgiving service in November and in the Escondido
Interfaith Holiday service in December with our own Tim
McKnight serving as one of the conductors. Our Sunday
service pianists now include David Carson as well as John
Schulz, Randi Driscoll and of course Tim. And Deborah
Morton continues as our choir accompanist. While not
technically part of the music department, but certainly an
asset to all of our musical presentations, is our new sound
technician, Vito Rosselli. And last but not least, in August
we celebrated Tim McKnight's 10" anniversary as Music
Director at Chalice with a special music service. It's been
a busy six months and I look forward to many more
musical events to come.
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K c//"gfous [ ducation Music - Continued

Jackie Austin-Singer, 5unc/ay Wors/ﬁp Musfc
Director of Religious

Education Januafy /'f/gﬁ/lgﬁts

Office Hours:

1st, 3rd, & 4th Thursdays, 1-4 p.m. Jan. 4: David Carson will provide the music.

2nd Thursdays, 4-7 p.m.
Office phone: 760.737.0393
Cell phone: [not for public]
Email: [not for public]

Jan. 11: For this year’s Poetry Sunday, the
Chancel Choir will sing Douglas
Wagner’s setting of Robert Frost's poem
“The Road Not Taken”. Also, Patty
Carlisle will present an original poem by

Religious Education (RE) Committee Ralph Peters, set to a classic melody.
The Religious Education Committee supports the work of ] ) ]

the Director of Religious Education. Committee members Jan. 18:  John Schulz will provide the music.

are Rev. Sharon Wylie, acting chair; Jackie Austin-Singer, Jan. 25: The Chancel Choir will sing Mac Huff's
Director of Religious Education; Victoria Cagle; Becki arrangement of the Christina Aguilera hit
Collins; Jeff Heys; Lauren Schulz; and Barbara Schwartz. “The Voice Within”. Also, Tori Holmes

will play the second movement of Camille
Saint-Saéns’ Oboe Sonata, Opus 166.

K c/fgfous [ ducation 7 rogram

Our UU Discovery Program is in full swing now. We have Ca/cnc/ar of L/pcomfng MUS"C

reached the end of our first "Big Idea" unit on the 7th DC artment Evcn ts
principle where we explored our place in the interdependent P
web in relation to volunteerism, The Sources, and social Sisters in Treble Concert Mar. 7 @ 2 pm

activism. (at Pilgrim UCC)
The overall goal of UU Discovery is to address the needs . N .
and interests of each child in order to foster their ongoing ?thil\?:go Sings! Centennial C&(;rraln @ 11am-5pm
growth and understanding of what it means to be a ) P

Unitarian Universalist. We do this through whole-group Recital of Women Composers Mar. 29 @ 2 pm
experiences and freedom of choice.

There are many advantages to taking a whole-group
approach in religious education.

Emphasis is on the church community rather than a school
-like environment.

Learning takes place on a continuum rather than by
specified grades. This reflects our Unitarian Universalist
values.

Young children have an opportunity to explore and learn
from older children and older children have an
opportunity to share their ideas with younger children.

It addresses the "whole child".

Children are offered three free-choice activities to participate
in each week and may choose any or all over a three-week
period. Free choice allows children to gravitate toward
activities that reflect their own learning styles and also
represents the Unitarian Universalist belief that people are
free to choose a path that is meaningful to them. The
activities are designed to incorporate what they are learning
in the unit into fun, hands-on experiences.



tel:760.737.0393

Chalice is
Turning 15!
January 1, 2015 4
5-9 p-m- ' 3 ."_.’
We are kicking off a year’s "
worth of celebrations with a

birthday party! Please join us -

there will be food and drink, camaraderie, and lots of
music - all things that Chalice folks do enjoy. Stuart
Holmes is in charge of an Open Mic - please contact

him if you are interested in participating or can help
him out with this.

Debi Streett-Idell is in charge of the potluck and also
welcomes your help.
If you are wondering what to bring, you can use this:

If your last name begins with: (>

A through G - bring an entrée =,
H through O - bring dessert or sweets =
P through Z - bring a salad —
Any letter -  bring an appetizer, or bread, or

whatever inspires you

TIME TOSTART THINKING
AUCTION
Janualy 24

Circle January 24th on your social calendar for a night of
fun, food and making plans for the year ahead.

Preparations for the 2015 Chalice Auction are underway.
For those planning to host or join with friends to co-host a
dinner or event Debi Streett-Idell has the event calendar
available. Find Debi after Sunday services to reserve your
desired date and time.

Again this year we are planning a special auction for the
Chalice children. The young peoples activity takes place in
the cottage at 5:00 PM before the adult auction in the
chapel at 6:00 PM. Snacks and paddles will be available at
5:15.

Childcare will be provided.

Bring your treasures and clean children’s items to Chalice
for collection the week of January 18th.

The Auction Team is looking forward to seeing you on the
24th. Bring potluck finger foods to the kitchen.

I aci/iiy Expansion
515'3 tus

Last month in her column Andi reported the
current status of the annexation process. Since
then she and Deb Coon have met with Jason
Han, the New Urban West developer
representative and our liaison with the city. The
annexation proposal is now on the Planning
Commission calendar for January 27" and the
City Council calendar for February 18™. Jason
projects the LAFCO (Local Agency Formation
Commission) final approval will come in June.

In the last Renovation Committee presentation
to the congregation in March 2014 we projected
that the City Council would approve the proposal
in August 2014 and final approval would occur in
January 2015. The current status represents
about a six month slip for final approval. At that
presentation we also indicated that preparation
of the CUP (Conditional Use Permit) package
would start after the City Council approval so
that it would be ready to submit to the City
when LAFCO granted final approval. The
handout from this presentation and all other
presentations by the Renovations Committee is
on the Member’s Only section of the Chalice web
site under Renovation Committee in the
Committee section. Even though the delay is
disappointing, the cost savings of dealing with
the city will be considerable and very likely the
time to occupancy will be shorter than with the
county.

In light of the current schedule, I have contacted
our architect, Pete Bussett, and advised him of
the situation. I have asked Pete to begin to put
together a proposal for low risk tasks he and his
engineer can undertake once the city approves
the proposal. I've noted that he should plan to
review his proposal with the Renovation
Committee in late January or early February
after the Planning Commission grants its
approval so that we can place a contract with
him as soon as the City Council approves it.

We will keep you informed of developments in
the newsletter. If you have any questions,
please contact me at [not for public]

Bob Nelson
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Womcn’s Book

Discussion

By participating in this book group
you will meet many of the women of
Chalice as well as share in our love of
books.

We meet Tuesday, January 20 at
7:15. In January there is no book
scheduled as that night is reserved for
choosing our reading list for the next
year. We bring a number of selections
and ask you to vote on your favorites.
It is always a great night of fun, food,
and passion for books.

Please contact Kathy Johnson for
questions or further information [not
for public]

Rcaclcrs’
Thcatcr Group

Our January meeting will be
held on Monday, Jan.26th at 6:45
p.m. in the common room.
Newcomers and listeners are
always welcome at our
gatherings. This month we'll be
reading aloud the classic drama A
Raisin in the Sun, by Lorraine
Hansberry, which has been hailed
as a “pivotal play in the history of
the American Black theatre." Set on
Chicago's South Side, the plot
revolves around the dreams and
conflicts within three generations of
the Younger family. The tensions
and prejudice they face form this
seminal American drama. Their
struggle to retain dignity in a harsh
and changing world is a searing and
timeless document of hope and
inspiration. Winner of the NY Drama
Critic's Award as Best Play of the
Year.

Please contact Deb Coon [not for
public] in advance, so that we'll
know to expect you.

N

Chalice GrouPs

Chalice Dine-Qut

The Dine-out Group will meet on
January 28th at the Pegasus Greek
Cafe in Rancho Bernardo. 16719
Bernardo Center Dr. 858-487-2188.
Please RSVP to Parry Evans [not for
public] . Or to Gracie Hinman at [not
for public]

This is an open group that enjoys
breaking bread together.

| adies QOutto | _unch Bunch

The Ladies Out to Lunch Bunch will
meet at 11:30 AM at Umai Sushi &
Noodle on Friday, January 16. The
address is 730 Nordahl Road, #108 in
San Marcos. The restaurant is across
the street from Kohl's & Walmart,
about one block north of Hwy 78. We
are a small group and welcome
newcomers!

Please RSVP to Carol Simpson at
[not for public]

Chalicc Readers

On January 23rd at 7:00 PM at
Chalice we will discuss Mary Coin by
Marisa Silver. Mary Coin is the
character's name representing
Florence Owens Thompson, the
subject of Dorothea Lange's iconic
Depression-era photograph
"Migrant Mother". Do you
remember those school
assignments where you were asked
to make up a story based on a
picture? With Mary Coin, Marisa
Silver looks long and hard at an
image that has been seared into our
nation's consciousness. Silver
enhances her moving exploration of
extraordinary fortitude with
inquiries into what it means to focus
deeply. A passage from the book
reads "Seeing is about being brave
enough to say: This unimportant
image or piece of information that
no one cares about? Well, there is a
story here, too, and I'm going to
find out what it is." Find out more
about yourself and how you
perceive the world. Read this
book!!!

You've got questions? Email
them to John Drewe at [not for
public]

Stitch? K nit? Crochet? Fiber Artists \Welcome

Dianne Decker-Houser

The Fiber Arts Group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 2
PM. January's meeting will be on the 21st We meet in the Common Room at
Chalice.

Fiber Arts (formerly the Chalice Knitters) is open to all crafters of any
type. Do you: knit, crochet, quilt, weave, sew, make cards? The list is actually
endless. Please bring your hand work to the meetings and join with like
minded individuals for encouragement and wonderful conversation.

For questions, please contact Dianne Decker-Houser at [not for public]
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Social_Justice

Social Justice
Discernment and
Empowerment
Program

See you on January 18
from 12:15-1:15!

You don't want to miss this
workshop, which will kick off our
social justice discernment process.
It will be especially wonderful to have participation
from all across our congregational community.
Whether you've been attending for fifteen years or
one week, you are a part of Chalice, and we need
your voice and your passion. In this first session, we
will look at Chalice’s history around social justice,
celebrating our successes and naming our challenges.
We will also explore what “social justice” means,
drawing on UU values and history.

First session (January 18)
Second session (February 22)
Third session (March 22)

Service [ rcjccts & Donations

Thank you so much for your generous donations to
the Just In Time for Foster Youth "My First Home for
the Holidays” drive. We gathered quite a collection of
apartment essentials and gift cards to help former
foster youth make their new apartments feel like
home. Watch your eNUUs for pictures and a message
from Just In Time.

Our social justice partner for January is Casas de Luz.
They will be receiving the offering collected on
Sunday, January 4. Casas de Luz is an ongoing
Social Action program that brings volunteers together
with families in need to build houses in Mexico. Casas
de Luz is a project of UU Fellowship of San Dieguito;
come to worship on January 4™ to learn more about
their work.
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[ MUSIZ' ~ Continued

Chalice Music Directory
Interested in being involved in music at Chalice?
The Chalice Musician's Directory is currently be-
ing updated and the Music Department would
love to have your information. If you have al-
ready received a Musical Interests and Skills Sur-
vey, please fill it out and turn it in to the Music
Committee mailbox or give it to Callie Leef or
Susan Sklar. If you haven't received a Musical
Interests and Skills Survey and would like to be
involved in music at Chalice, please find blank
survey forms in the Music Committee mailbox
and turn it in as soon as possible. We want to
hear from you!

Jn Memoriam:

All Chalice congregants are welcome to attend the
memorial services for:

Patricia Green
Saturday, January 17
2 p.m. in the Chalice Chapel

Beth Pinney
Sunday, January 25
2 p.m. in the Chalice Chapel

Blessings,Sharon
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