
Religious education for ages 4 and older is provided during the 9 am service.  
Childcare for all ages is available at both the 9 am and 11 am services. 

Spirit of Chalice meets in the cottage during the 11 am service. 
Chalice High School Teen Group meets upstairs during the 11 am service. 
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December 7    - Rev. Sharon Wylie 

“Maybe We’re Not All the Same” 
The past few weeks have seen our country confronting 

“otherness” in a variety of ways: through changes to immigration 
laws; and through questions of justice and injustice in Ferguson, 

Missouri. This morning we consider why it’s so easy for people to 

hate and fear each other. 
 

December 14   – Music Service 
“Some Folks Love the Holidays” 

Our winter music service theme is inspired by a Stephen Foster 
folk song called “Some Folks.” Join the many talented Chalice 

musicians as we explore the folk side of holiday music. The 

Chancel Choir will sing a Hanukkah song with words by Woody 
Guthrie, the handchime ensemble will play a beautiful 

arrangement of “I Wonder As I Wander,” and Spirit of Chalice 
will sing “The Peace Carol” made famous by John Denver and the 

Muppets! Plus much more holiday folks to lift your spirits! 
 

December 21   –  Rev. Sharon Wylie 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”  Multigenerational Svc 

The Wheel of the Year turns to winter. Inspired by Barbara 

Robinson’s classic children’s novel, we release any need we 
might have for a “perfect” Christmas pageant and settle, instead, 

for the BEST Christmas pageant! Come hear the Christmas story 
with fresh ears and an open heart, and be prepared to 

participate in our very own spontaneous pageant. 
 

December 24 at 7:30 p.m. –  Rev. Sharon Wylie 

“Let Christmas Come” Christmas Eve Service 
We gather at a time of longest night to honor one of the most 

significant holy days in the Christian tradition. Our service 
includes traditional Christmas hymns and communal candle 

lighting.  
 

December 28   –  Rev. Sharon Wylie 

“Cultivating Gratitude and Joy” 
Living whole-heartedly requires us to cultivate gratitude and joy, 

and to let go of feelings of scarcity and “fear of the dark.” This is 
the fourth in our 10-part sermon series inspired by the book 

“Gifts of Imperfection” by shame researcher Brené Brown. 

Andi Stout, President 

I suspect many of you, like 

me, have been wondering 
about the status of our 

annexation to the city of 
Escondido. Things have been 

quiet for several months now, 

as we wait for New Urban 
West (the developer) to go  

through the process required 
by the city and the county. 

The developer has told us that they anticipate 
appearing before the Planning Commission on 

January 13th and, if their plans are approved, 

before City Council three to four weeks later. If City 
Council approves their plans, New Urban West will 

present to LAFCO (Local Agency Formation 
Commission), whose charter includes coordinating, 

directing, and overseeing logical and timely 

changes to local governmental boundaries, 
including annexation and incorporation of cities. 

Our support will be helpful and important. So if this 
schedule holds, I would anticipate that we would 

know about the annexation by April. It will be very 
exciting to have this issue resolved and be able to 

proceed with our plans. 

There is an update to their plan, however. They 
have decided not to build on the lot adjacent to us 

or on Hamilton across the street from us. Those 
areas will remain open space, maintained by the 

builder. And, for those of you who are wondering, 

yes, we will need to lay some pipe to tie into the 
sewer. But it would be a lot less pipe to tie into 

what New Urban West lays than to go all the way 
up to Felicita! 

And if you haven’t noticed, there have already 

been improvements to the land across from us. 
New Urban West has cleaned it up and fenced it in. 

Now let’s take time to enjoy holiday festivities, 
including the Chalice Holiday party on December 

6th, the music service on December 14th, and the 
Interfaith Holiday Concert at First United Methodist 

Church in Escondido on December 17th. 

I wish all of you a happy and healthy holiday 

season. 
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Board of Trustees Meeting Highlights  
November 2014 Board of Trustees Highlights 
 

 We have three new members:  Charlie and Carol Harris, and Theresa 

Williams 

 Rev. Sharon has received a second renewal of preliminary fellowship from 

the Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the UUA. 

  Jan 1, 2015 is Chalice’s 15-year anniversary.  Rev. Sharon hopes we will 

explore different ways of celebrating throughout the coming year. 

 Rev. Sharon reported on her experience with the UU College of Social 

Justice’s Borderlinks program in Tucson. 

 We have a new nursery attendant:  Kassandra Dorman.  She has obtained a 

work permit to work here. 

 Elizabeth Bukey, Paul Dulany, and Rev. Sharon will be redesigning Chalice’s 

website over the next few months. 

 A Visioning Discussion was held regarding how to be a more effective 

beacon church that extends itself, its mission and its values into the 
community. 

 Manuel reported receipt of a gift of 10K.  We are at or above budget on a 

number of line items.  We have matched the Master Plan Building Fund 

amount of $250,000. 

 Jerry Carter has agreed to chair a new Emergency Preparedness Task force 

that will assess our preparedness needs. 

 The Collegial Covenant between Rev. Sharon and Elizabeth was reviewed by 

the Board and commented upon favorably. 

Coordinating Team (CT) Report 
November Coordinating Team Highlights 
The Coordinating Team coordinates, integrates, and advocates the 

methods for accomplishing the Congregation’s goals in accordance with 
the Board’s Policies. The Coordinating Team is composed of Delynn 

Kelly, Callie Leef, Kathleen Swift, and Rev. Sharon Wylie. 
 

 CT has done some cleaning and reorganizing of the sheds behind the 

chapel. Religious Education now has its own shed. 

 The Salvation Army has picked up some large items we donated. 

 Our phone and internet systems now use fiber optics. Our internet speed 

is doubled. 

 Tom Carlstrom will be installing cabinets in the upstairs office space, 

across from the photocopier, to improve our storage and work areas. 

 The next Council of Chairs meeting is scheduled for January 17.  

Welcoming 
Congregation 

We are pleased to be 

designated a Welcoming 
Congregation by the Unitarian 

Universalist Association of 

Congregations, and as such 
we honor and value the racial, 

cultural, economic, religious, 
physical ability, sexual 

orientation and gender 

diversity of our members and 
visitors, young and old. 

http://www.chaliceuucongregation.org/
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Pastoral Care Team, in consultation with Rev. Sharon, provides support for those in the congregation in 

need. This can take the form of cards, flowers, meals, temporary transport, and personal visits. We also visit 
members who cannot attend services.  
 

If you or someone you know is in need of pastoral support, please contact Rev. Sharon or Nancy Hurt, Lay 

Chaplain Convener, at [not public]. 

Beloved community, 
 

The week before Thanksgiving was certainly 

tumultuous. 
 

First, President Obama announced he would use his 
executive powers to protect up to 5 million 

undocumented immigrants from being deported. Many 

of us who have been hoping for immigration reform 
were glad for some action to finally be taken, imperfect 

though it is. The announcement was controversial, of 
course, and dominated the news. 
 

Then, the Monday before Thanksgiving, we learned 

there would be no indictment of Darren Wilson in the 
shooting death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. 

Across the country, protests and vigils were held over 

the next few days to express outrage for the ways our 
country disregards the lives of young black men. 

Violence and property damage in Ferguson were an 
unhealthy expression of the pain, grief, and tension in 

the community. 
 

For many, the absence of an indictment was a reminder 

of the long history of racism against African Americans, 
the unachieved goals of the Civil Rights Movement, and 

the ongoing failure of our justice system to provide real 
justice. 
 

And as Thanksgiving approached, we began to hear 

more about the death of a 12-year-old African American 

boy in Cleveland, Ohio, shot and killed by police officers 
who apparently thought his toy gun was real. Video 

showing the shooting was made public on Wednesday. 
 

 

By the time Thanksgiving Day arrived, 
we could feel the media pushing us 

toward the habits of consumption. I 
am always surprised and dismayed at 

how the news coverage on 

Thanksgiving and the following Friday 
is all about the retail business: stores, 

sales, crowds, and profits. 
 

This year the allure of “shopping  
news”  and all the hubbub of the holidays will be 

especially strong because so many of us yearn for a 
respite from the complexities of immigration reform, 

mass incarceration, and racial profiling. Yes, what a 

relief to turn our attention to gift giving, big meals, a 
sense of tradition, and—for those of us not having to 

work, anyway—the comforts of home. 
 

The challenge for thoughtful people is not to give into 
the temptation to turn away from difficult news and 

complex issues. We must remain engaged with the 

important questions of our time. We can do this while 
also enjoying the holidays, expressing the joy and 

gratitude that the season invites. 
 

This December, as you go about the many celebrations 
of the season, remember to take time to read and share 

the news, and do so knowing that this too is a 
commitment to and expression of the spirit. 

 

Bright blessings,  
Sharon 

 

Rev. Sharon Wylie’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 1-5 pm 
Appointments outside office hours are based on availability 

Office phone: 760.737.0393 

Cell phone: [not public] 
Email: [not public] 
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Music 

Calendar of Upcoming Music Dept Events 
 

Winter Music Services Dec. 14 @ 9 & 11 am 
 

Randi’s Jingle Ball  Dec. 14 @ 7 pm 
 

Interfaith Holiday Service --  Dec. 17 @ 7 pm 
  (Escondido First Methodist Church)  
 

Christmas Eve Service Dec. 24 @ 7:30 pm 

Sunday Worship Music  
December Highlights  

 

Dec. 7:  John Schulz will provide the music. 
 

Dec. 14: Winter Music Services: “Some Folks Love the 
Holidays” 

 

Dec. 21: David Carson will provide the music. 
 

Dec. 28: John Schulz will provide the music. 
 

Interfaith Holiday Service 

Did you know that San Diego has an Interfaith Choir 
and Orchestra? According to its website (http://

sandiegointerfaithchoir.org/), the San Diego 
Interfaith Choir and Orchestra (SDICO) “is a non-

profit 501(c)(3) corporation established to provide 

high-level opportunities for members of the Interfaith 
Community to perform sacred and secular music 

from a variety of traditions and styles within a large 
vocal and instrumental ensemble. Our aim is to 

educate children, youth, and adults in choral singing 
and sacred music; to encourage and develop musical 

talent; to promote original works and arrangements 

of sacred music; and to provide uplifting musical 
experiences that will benefit and add culture to all 

who participate whether as audience or artist. We 
also pledge to donate funds raised beyond our 

expenses to help those in need in partnership with 

other faith-based organizations as they seek to feed 
the hungry, provide shelter, and assist and improve 

the lives of those in our communities.” 
 

You can see San Diego Interfaith Choir and 
Orchestra, including members of our very own 

Chancel Choir, at their annual holiday concert which 
is coming up on Wednesday, December 17th at 7:00 

at First United Methodist Church in Escondido.  Our 

Music Director, Tim McKnight, will be conducting two 
numbers as well! The concert will feature almost 200 

performers, including a Children’s Choir! For more 
information or to get tickets, go to the SDICO 

website at http://sandiegointerfaithchoir.org/. 

Winter Music Services 
This year, our Winter Music Service will take place on 
Sunday, December 14th. The theme for the service is 
“Some Folks Love the Holidays”, which is a play on the 
title of the Stephen Foster folk song “Some Folks”.  
You’ll hear a variety of folk settings of holiday music, 
presented by our many talented Chalice musicians!  
The Chancel Choir will sing a Hanukkah song with 
words by Woody Guthrie, the handchime ensemble will 
play a beautiful arrangement of “I Wonder As I 
Wander”, and Spirit of Chalice will sing “The Peace 
Carol” made famous by John Denver and the Muppets!  
Plus much more holiday folk music to lift your spirits! 
Don’t miss it!  

Randi’s Jingle Ball 
Don’t miss Randi’s Annual Jingle Ball at Chalice 
on Sunday, December 14 at 7 PM! Featuring 
Randi Driscoll with Noah Heldman, special 
guests Lisa Sanders and Tim Flannery, and 
appearances by Roxanne Reed, 
Lauren Schulz, Jack Van Cleaf and 
Krystian Wahl. This is going to be 
one incredible night of music!  
Tickets are $15 and are available 
at www.randidriscoll.com. 

http://sandiegointerfaithchoir.org/
http://sandiegointerfaithchoir.org/
http://sandiegointerfaithchoir.org/
http://www.randidriscoll.com
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Religious Education 

PARKING NOTICE  
Please do not park on Miller 
Avenue on our side of 
Hamilton. We have an agreement 

with the community because the street 
is too narrow. If there is no room in the lower parking 

lot, please use the upper lot or you may park on 

Hamilton, on the right side  - going up the hill. You 
can park on Miller, over by the fields but not in front 

of our neighbor’s homes. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Spirit of Chalice 
Spirit of Chalice, our elementary age children’s choir, 
directed by Sarah Shapard and Amy Throckmorton, 

meets weekly from September to June, to sing, play 
games, learn about music, and have fun! Rehearsals are 

Sunday mornings at 11 am in the cottage, during the 2nd 

service. Children will be escorted to their parents or 
guardians, or to childcare, after rehearsals. 
 

We will have approximately six performances during the 

year to share our music with the congregation at Sunday 
services. New and returning members are encouraged to 

join us - no experience necessary!  For more information 
contact Sarah Shapard at [not public] 

Jackie Austin-Singer,  
Director of Religious  
Education 
Office Hours:  

1st, 3rd, & 4th Thursdays, 1-4 p.m. 
2nd Thursdays, 4-7 p.m. 

Office phone: 760.737.0393 
Email: [not public] 

 

 
 
Religious Education (RE) Committee 

The Religious Education Committee supports the work of 

the Director of Religious Education. Committee members 

are Rev. Sharon Wylie, acting chair; Jackie Austin-Singer, 
Director of Religious Education; Victoria Cagle; Becki 

Collins; Jeff Heys; Lauren Schulz; and Barbara Schwartz.  

This year, Director of Religious Education Jackie Austin-

Singer developed a new program for the K-5th grade 
children of Chalice. This newsletter is the first of several that 

will help to explain the purpose and philosophy of the 
innovative Discovery Program, as described by Jackie 

herself.   
 

The Lesson Behind the Lesson 
 

One of the goals of this program is to create a microcosm 

that represents what community can look like beyond the 
RE classroom. If we strive for true community where 

children and adults are able to reap the rewards of shared 
responsibility, even little steps matter. There is only so much 

we can do with 45 minutes a week, especially when the 
developmental stages span ages from five through 10. The 

point is that we have a unique opportunity to expose 

children to something that they are likely not going to 
experience anywhere else; even if we have less than an 

hour a week, it matters. 
 

As Unitarian Universalists, we struggle with the constraints 

of conformity that were enmeshed in our formal education. 
We cringe from the reality that it continues to be the same 

for our children. Although there are many highly innovative 
religious education programs out there, many still seem to 

rely on a certain amount of conformity in order to be 
successful. Conformity should not be confused with 

structure. True community requires structure. But the 

structure is kept in place through accountability and 
responsibility. 

 

Attention Poetry Lovers 
Jan. 11, 2015,  
Poetry Service-Changes & New Beginnings. 
 

“Bottom line is, even if you see 'em coming, you're 
not ready for the big moments. No one asks for their 

life to change, not really. But it does. So what are we, 
helpless? Puppets? No. The big moments are gonna 

come. You can't help that. It's what you do afterwards 

that counts. That's when you find out who you are.” -  
 Joss Whedon 
 

Our theme for the January 11th poetry service is 

“Changes and New Beginnings.” We start the new 
year with a chance for you to write a poem or share 

your favorite poetry about a change or step that 

produced (or will produce) something new in life. If 
you’d like to participate in this poetry service, please 

contact Jessica Schulz, at [not public]. In order to 
participate, please submit poetry by December 15th.  

 

tel:760.737.0393
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18015.Joss_Whedon
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Yoga &  Taiji 
Taiji Class at 6 pm each Tuesday evening in the 

Chapel. Taught by Pete Houser. 

Yoga Class at 7 pm each Tuesday evening in the 
Chapel. Taught by either Alec Bergamini & Kathy 

Zapata, or by Jessica Schulz. 
These are friendly classes, with gentle teachers and 

appreciative students. Wear loose, comfortable 

clothing. A $5 donation is suggested, but not required.  

Cracker Barrel  
Cracker Barrel is a group of liberal 

thinkers; they are friendly, supportive men 

who meet each Wednesday at Coco’s 
Restaurant in Rancho Bernardo at 9:00 a.m. for 

breakfast, and discussion at 9:30. New friends are 
welcome. Contact Marty Schwartz [not public]. 

 
This is a place where you can find people to be 

honest with, to safely discuss the issues of our lives 

and the world. This is a men’s discussion group 
which is open to all men of Chalice.  

Chalice Groups 

My passion 
Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 12:00 

noon in the Common Room of Chalice. 

The group is for fixers, crafters, artists who would like 
to spend some time with friends.. 

Bring something you are working on and be creative, 
vulnerable and joyful in the company of friends.  

 

The contact person is Geraldine Henchy at 

[not for public] 

 

Women’s Meditation  
& Buddhist Study  Group  

This group focuses on mutual support and the 

practical implementation of Buddhism in order to 
enrich our daily lives. Our format is to check in, read 

aloud from our selected book, comment on and 
discuss what we have just read, and then meditate 

for 30 minutes. Our readings about Buddhist practice 

and philosophy are written by contemporary writers 
and Buddhist teachers, and are chosen by group 

consensus. We meet in the chapel from 10:30 am 
until 12:00 every Wednesday. Newcomers welcomed. 

Contact: Carol Bagguley ([not public] 

Chalice Holiday Party 

Saturday evening,  
Dec. 6 at 5 p.m. 

Annual Chalice  
Potluck Holiday Party. 

There are big plans for this year’s 
celebration!! People have volunteered to bring 

ham, turkey, mulled wine!! 
 

Wondering what to bring? You can use this: 
If your last name begins with: 

A through G  -  bring dessert or sweets 
H through O  -  bring a salad 

P through Z  -  bring an entrée 
Any letter  -  bring an appetizer, or bread, or 

whatever inspires you. 
 

Childcare will be provided from 5 to 8 p.m. The 
children are always welcome in the chapel, with 
the adults, and there will be crafts and videos for 

them in the common room.  
For more information or to help plan  

the event contact  
Victoria Cagle [not public]  

or Debi Streett-Idell [not public] 

CHALICE! 
Join us on Thursday, 

January 1st,  
from 5 - 9 PM  

for the first in a series of 
celebrations of Chalice's 15th 
Birthday Year! In the sharing 

spirit of Chalice, it is a 
potluck and an open mic 

event.  
AND THERE WILL BE CAKE!  

Stay tuned to the weekly 
newsletter for more details!  
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Women’s Book  

Discussion 
Calling all women book lovers, 

discussion participants and critical 
reviewers! On Tuesday, December 

16th, the Women's Book Group will 
discuss "Olive Kitteridge" by Elizabeth 

Strout, Peggy Kiefer will be our 
Facilitator. This is a terrific book even 

if you can't get to our meeting. 

Wonderful baked goods have been 
known to appear at this annual 

meeting. 
Our group meets at 7:15 on the 3rd 

Tuesday of every month in our 

common room.  We encourage all 
women readers to join us.  Our group 

is always interesting and fun as we 
discuss the book and other issues 

important to all of us. 

There is no book chosen for 
January as that is the month reserved 

for choosing our reading list for next 
year. We bring a number of selections 

and ask you to vote on your favorites. 
It is always a great night of fun, food, 

and passion for books. 

Please contact Kathy Johnson for 
questions or further information [not 

public] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers’ 

Theater Group  
There will be NO gathering for 

Readers’ Theater in December, due to 
holiday festivities. We’ll meet next on 

January 26th to read A Raisin in the 
Sun.   

Stay tuned to this column for 
more info in the January newsletter — 

and have a very happy holiday 

season!! 

Chalice Readers  
On December 5th at 7:00 PM at 

Chalice we will discuss The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by 
Rebecca Skloot. Her name was 

Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know 
her as HeLa. She was a poor black 

tobacco farmer whose cells—taken 

without her knowledge in 1951—
became one of the most important 

tools in medicine, vital for 
developing the polio vaccine, 

cloning, gene mapping, and more. 

Henrietta's cells have been bought 
and sold by the billions, yet she 

remains virtually unknown, and her 
family can't afford health insurance. 

This phenomenal New York Times 
bestseller tells a riveting story of 

the collision between ethics, race, 

and medicine; of scientific discovery 
and faith healing.  

You've got questions? Email 
them to John Drewe at [not public] 

Chalice Groups 

Stitch? Knit? Crochet? Fiber Artists Welcome 
Dianne Decker-Houser  

The Fiber Arts Group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 2 

PM. December's meeting will be on the 17th. We meet in the Common Room 
at Chalice. 

Fiber Arts (formerly the Chalice Knitters) is open to all crafters of any 
type. Do you: knit, crochet, quilt, weave, sew, make cards? The list is actually 

endless. Please bring your hand work to the meetings and join with like 

minded individuals for encouragement and wonderful conversation.  
One of the things our group has done in the past (and I would love to 

continue it) is to donate some of our handmade goods to ICS (Interfaith 
Community Services) or CCS (Center for Community Solutions). If you have 

any donations, please bring them with you to the November meeting. 

For questions, please contact Dianne Decker-Houser at [not public] 

Ladies Out to Lunch Bunch 
Will not be meeting in December.  

Chalice Dine-Out  
The 4th Wednesday of each month 

at 6:00 pm, the Dineout group meets 

at a restaurant located in either 
Escondido or Rancho Bernardo.  

However, in November & 
December those dates are 

Thanksgiving Eve & Christmas Eve, so 

the dining together will resume in 
January. 

Patty Inman [not public] or Gracie 
Hinman at [not public]  

This is an open group that enjoys 

breaking bread together.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama&view=detail&id=AC28A44D7932285A81B9F3FA97654E2C7EB481D1&first=0
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Social Justice   

Developing a Military 
Ministry 
Chalice is hoping to offer a program in 
the Spring which will prepare us to 

develop a military ministry. As 
described in the Military Ministry Toolkit 

for Congregations, "the series of six 

one-hour workshops provides a 
structured process for learning about 

issues related to military service, 
respectfully discussing issues of war 

and peace, and preparing to welcome 

and support military personnel, 
veterans and their families."  

 
If you would be interested in 

participating in these workshops or 
need more information, please contact 

Elizabeth Bukey at [not public]. We will 

create the schedule of workshops in 
consultation with those who want to 

participate.  
 

What is Chalice Congregation’s social justice calling? Early next year, 
we will spend some concentrated time chewing on that question. I am 
excited to announce that we have finally scheduled a Social Justice 
Discernment and Empowerment Program with the UU Justice 
Ministry of California (UUJM, formerly UULM). Our goal will be to set 
the vision for our social justice program, including selecting the broad 
social justice issues we will focus on as a congregation. We will meet 
together for three sessions, in January, February, and March, on 
Sundays after the second service. Here is the overview of those 
sessions, according to UUJM: 
 

In the first session (January 18), we will look at Chalice’s history 
around social justice. We will celebrate our congregation’s 
successes and identify areas for improvement. We will explore 
what “social justice” means, and how congregational social 
justice is different from politics. We look at UU values, UU 
justice history and models of engagement. We explore what it 
means to be an effective ally to people directly impacted by 
injustice. 

 

In the second session (February 22), we really dig in to our 
congregation’s calling. What are the one or two issues which fit 
the best with our values and our resources? We will look 
beyond projects to categories: for example, thinking beyond 
“feed the homeless,” to “work toward economic justice” or 
“stand up for a just food system.” We will brainstorm 
congregational resources and assets, potential community 
partners and justice opportunities. We will determine our 
process for selecting our focus issues and launch a survey & 
feedback process. 

 

In the third session (March 22), we figure out how we officially 
adopt our focus issues. A small group will present the results of 
the survey & feedback process, and make some 
recommendations. Will the Board need to weigh in? Will we 
address this at a congregational meeting? Who will lead our 
efforts going forward? How will social justice be integrated into 
our congregational life? 

 

As you go through this holiday season, be pondering: what are the 
core values that can guide Chalice’s social justice work? What are our 
resources and assets? How and where are you called to lead and 
serve? I challenge us to think beyond the usual “this social justice 
issue is the most urgent” toward where we, this congregation, of 175 
particular people, with our particular loves and strengths, in our 
particular location in Escondido, in North County, are called to make 
an inspired and effective difference in our world. 

 
In Love and Justice, 

Elizabeth 

 
First session (January 18) 

Second session (February 22) 
Third session (March 22) 
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