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As I write this column sitting at the
kitchen table of my parents’ house,
it's hard to remember and accept
that it is now my (and my siblings)
house. As my brother and sisters
and I empty the house, we stop
occasionally and tell stories: “Do
you remember when Mom and Dad said....?" or
“Remember when we all went to....?" There are tears and
there is laughter. To complete the memories, this
morning we all attended the UU church in which we were
raised, then had the memorial service for my father.

It's hard to believe that summer is coming to an end
and fall is beginning. Of course, in southern California,
it's sometimes difficult to distinguish between the
seasons!

Did you know that there was a time when Unitarian
Universalist churches closed down for the summer?
Summer was the time that many congregants took
vacation. Ministers and staff also took those months off.
The church year would begin again the first Sunday after
Labor Day, many times with the ritual of water
communion. Since this was the way the church I grew up
in operated, it took some adjustment to attend a “year
round” church! Fewer and fewer UU congregations follow
this pattern today. Summer is when many families go
“church shopping”, and these days vacations are not
limited to just summer.

Although we didn't close our doors during the
summer, some of our ministries scaled back. Most of the
interest groups continued, not missing a beat. And we
continued with two services.

Religious Education offered a summer program for all
ages. This month, they are returning to classes for
various age groups.

The choirs do not rehearse or perform during the
summer; and they, too, are returning to weekly
schedules. The Chancel Choir started rehearsals at the
end of August and the Spirit of Chalice will be starting
this month. We also have a Hand Chimes ensemble
beginning rehearsals this month.

I know I am coming back from the summer renewed
and reenergized. I hope you are, too.

Sunclay Services
at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

September 7 —
“Cultivating Authenticity”
This service begins a 10-part sermon series based on
shame researcher Brené Brown'’s book “Gifts of
Imperfection.”

Rev. Sharon Wylie

September 14 — Rev. Sharon Wylie
“Though You've Broken Your Vows”

The Sufi poet Rumi writes, “Come, even if you have
broken your vow a hundred times.” At the heart of our
congregational polity is our understanding of covenant,
the promises we make to each other. What does it mean
to make promises we know we may break?

September 21 — Rev. Sharon Wylie
“The Wheel of the Year Turns to Autumn”
Multigenerational Service

Today, we observe our communal Water Ritual, where the
blending of waters reminds us of our deep connections to
each other. Please bring a small amount of water from
your home (water will also be provided).

September 28 —

"Living on the Side of Love"
"Love" is much more than a pleasant feeling or an
abstract concept. Historically, Unitarians and Universalists
preached a theology based on God's universal love. Our
social justice efforts today proclaim we "stand on the side
of love." We'll explore the ways we might more fully live
out an ethic of love.

Elizabeth Bukey

This morning we welcome our Director of Congregational
Life into the pulpit for the first time.

Religious education for ages 4 and older is
provided during the 9 am service.
The high school teen group meets during the 11
am service.
Childcare for all ages is available at both the
9 am and 11 am services.
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Board of T rustees Mcctfng High]ights

August, 2014 Board of Trustees Highlights

For a complete copy of all Board minutes, please go to:

http://members.chaliceuucongregation.org/index-php?title-Board of Trustees

e Manuel will be moving our Schwab funds to the Pacific Western account to
maximize earnings for our building fund.

e The Lay Chaplains are sponsoring a Suicide Prevention Training event for
the congregation, Sunday, October 12 from 12:30-1:30 p.m.

e We are in the process of seeking a new A/V technician.

e We are also in the process of seeking a new Sunday morning pianist.

e Elizabeth Bukey, our Director of Congregational Life, officially begins work
on September 1. Her first sermon will be given September 28.

e Religious Education—A meeting with the RE Committee and parents is
scheduled for August 24 to discuss the coming year. The children’s
religious education for the fall session begins September 7.

e Speaking for herself and not the congregation, Rev. Sharon addressed the
July 22nd Escondido Planning Commission meeting in support of the
issuance of a conditional use permit for a facility to provide temporary
shelter for unaccompanied immigrant minors. Eighteen congregants also
attended the meeting. In addition, Rev Sharon, again speaking for
herself, was interviewed by KPBS and was featured in a KUSI report.

e Our Habitat for Humanity project was a great success, with 30 volunteers
participating over two days.

e The Playground Safety Task Force identified a series of tasks, presented
them to the CT, and was given a budget to accomplish them.

e The Board discussed candidates to replace Colette Jones for a 2-year post
on the MST.

e The Board discussed the appointment of a new Ombuds committee
member.

e The Board adopted a Sick Leave Policy for the staff.

e The Board finalized their Mission Statement.

Coordinating T eam (C_r) chort

September Coordinating Team Highlights

The Coordinating Team coordinates, integrates, and advocates the methods
for accomplishing the Congregation’s goals in accordance with the Board’s
Policies. The Coordinating Team is composed of Delynn Kelly, Callie

Leef, Kathleen Swift,and Rev. Sharon Wylie.

e (T is forming a Task Force to watch a one-hour webinar from Church
Mutual ("Protecting Your Congregation Against An Active Shooter”) and
then to implement any needed actions.

e CT will have our self-evaluation completed by the September Board
meeting.

Welcoming Congregation

We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congregation by the Unitarian Universalist Association of
Congregations, and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability,
sexual orientation and gender diversity of our members and visitors, young and old.
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Beloved community,

Because we are such a community of readers,
I thought some of you might be interested in
knowing what’s on my reading list for the
coming year.

Reclaiming Prophetic Witness: Liberal Religion
in the Public Square by Paul Rasor. This is the
UUA’s “"Common Read” title for 2014-15.

A Nun on the Bus: How All of Us Can Create
Hope, Change, and Community by Sister
Simone Campbell. Sister Simone was the Ware
Lecturer at this year’s Unitarian Universalist
General Assembly, and I was deeply moved by
her talk. I want to learn more!

Not for Ourselves Alone: Theological Essays on
Relationship edited by Laurel Hallman and Burton Carley.
Not for Ourselves Alone: Theological Essays on
individualism comes more easily to Unitarian Universalists
than interdependency, and I welcome this new resource
for exploring our commitments to something besides
ourselves.

Uncommon Community: One Congregation’s Work with
Prisoners by John Speer. This slim volume describes the
work of one of our UU congregations in Texas, and I
want to read it as part of deepening my understanding of
issues pertaining to mass incarceration in our country.
(This book is available at the UUA Bookstore.)

Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vuinerable
Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead by
Brené Brown. Brené Brown studies vulnerability, courage,
authenticity, and shame. Her 2010 TEDx talk on the
power of vulnerability is one of the 20 most viewed talks
on TED.com. This year’s worship theme "The Gifts of
Imperfection” comes from Brown'’s book of the same
name, and Daring Greatly goes deeper into that subject
material.

Universalists and Unitarians in America:
People’s History by John Buehrens. This
book came out after I graduated from
seminary, and it's time I got around to
reading it.

Finally, during my study leave in late
October, I will travel to the U.S.-Mexico
border as part of an immigration justice
trip with the Unitarian Universalist College
of Social Justice. As part of my
preparation for that trip, I have
homework (oh boy!) that includes reading
the following two books:
Trails of Hope and Terror:
Testimonies on Immigration by
Miguel de la Torre
Justice in a Global Economy:
Strategies for Home, Community,
and World edited by Pamela
Brubaker

I have bookshelves filled with books I would like to read,
but the many demands of ministry mean that I can only
read a handful of titles each year. The books I read
inevitably inform my preaching and my ministry, and this
list represents the themes and ideas that feel the most
urgent to me just now. Perhaps something from my
reading list might make its way onto yours.

Bright blessings, Sharon

Rev. Sharon Wylie

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 1-5 pm

Appointments outside office hours are based on
availability

Office phone: 760.737.0393

Cell phone: [private]

Email: /private] Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, 1-5 pm

Appointments outside office hours are based
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Pastoral Care Team, in consultation with Rev. Sharon, provides support for those in
= “ the congregation in need. This can take the form of cards, flowers, meals, temporary transport,
= and personal visits. We also visit members who cannot attend services.

If you or someone you know is in need of pastoral support, please contact Rev. Sharon or Nancy

Hurt, Lay Chaplain Convener, at /private]
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The Chancel Choir is looking for new members for the
upcoming congregational year! Why join the choir?

“Considering that some people have been in the choir

for 10+ years, I am a relatively new choir member. I
always enjoyed listening to the choir in the
congregation, but answered Tim's call to join for a
winter service a few years ago. I was very nervous at
first, but everyone was very nice and welcoming.
They sat me next to very strong singers so I could
hear my part well. Tim also made me feel very
comfortable with his, shall we say, entertaining

style. I do not live close to Chalice, so sometimes I
don't feel like going to choir practice after a long day
at work, knowing I will get home very late. But I am
always glad that I go. Singing in a choir lifts me up
and energizes me, especially when we nail it! As part
of the choir, I definitely feel more connected to
Chalice. I enjoy participating in our worship services,
hopefully touching people in the congregation with
the words and music.”

-Lara Brown

"I never considered myself a singer (and still don't)
but I enjoy being a part of the choir because music
has become one of my main sources of strength
when I am feeling low. Being a part of something
bigger than myself keeps life in the right perspective.
I was nervous getting to know everyone but I have
never felt more welcome and at home than I have
with choir.” -Heather Barnard

The choir rehearses on Thursday nights from 7:30-9:00
PM and sings the prelude at both services on two
Sundays each month. If you like to sing, you are
welcome in the choir! For more information, contact Tim
McKnight at tmcknight20@cox.net.

5undag Worship Music - Scptcmbcr
Highlights

Sept. 7: John Schulz will be providing Music along with
a number of Chalice musicians.

Sept. 14: The Chancel Choir will sing “Autumn Hymn”
and “The Place Where We Meet” at both
services.

Sept. 21:  John Schulz will be providing Music along with
a number of Chalice musicians.

Sept. 28: The Chancel Choir will sing “On Justice, Truth,
and Peace” by Amy Bernon at both services.

Calendar of Upcoming Music
Department Events
Handchime rehearsals begin - Sept 4 @ 6:30 pm

Spirit of Chalice rehearsals resume - September 14 @ 11
am

Chalice Home Companion III - Oct. 11 @ 7 pm
Puccini and Pasta - Nov.9 @ 5 pm
Winter Music Services - Dec. 14 @ 9 & 11 am

Cﬁa//cc [Home (Companion 3
P
Octoberi 1,201+

Knock knock. Who's there?

Radio. Radio who?

Radio not, here we come with another edition of "A
Chalice Home Companion."

Join us on Saturday, October 11th at 7 PM, for way
above average music, skits, stories, and some pretty
good jokes. We'll bring some nibbles and tipples too.
For your gentle consideration, some material may be
PG-13. Tickets are $15. If you would like to attend,
contact Kathleen at chaliceuuc@gmail.com.



https://mail.palomar.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=KzTfoLi9G0WyqgxtLbn1izBcEspQk9FISy1s1CANkbu7eT_5cLRduf1fVK6areSgopOWBH6Se60.&URL=mailto%3achaliceuuc%40gmail.com

5pfrft of Chalice E

Spirit of Chalice, our children's choir, will begin
again on September 14. We meet weekly from
September to June, to sing, play games, learn
about music, and have fun! Our rehearsals are
Sunday mornings at 11 am in the cottage, during
the 2" service. Children will be escorted to their
parents or guardians, or to childcare, after
rehearsals.

We will have approximately six performances
during the year to share our music with the
congregation at Sunday services. New and
returning members are encouraged to join us -
no experience necessary!

This group is most appropriate for children
kindergarten to sixth grade. Ability to read is
helpful but not required - non readers may
benefit from extra help at home to practice the
songs in between rehearsals. Please contact
Sarah Shapard (/private]) with any questions!

Chalice
[Handchime Enscmb/c

Here at Chalice we have been blessed with the
sound of our handchimes periodically over the last
several years, but we haven't offered an official
handchime ensemble. That’s going to change on
Thursday, Sept. 4" when our new handchime
ensemble has its first rehearsal!

The ensemble is open to anyone who has a least
some basic music-reading ability, and there are no
auditions to get into the group. The ensemble will
meet Thursday evenings from 6:30-7:15 in the
chapel, and we will play in Sunday services
approximately every 6-8 weeks. If you would like to
join the handchime ensemble, please contact Tim
McKnight at /private]

Mcct our
Director of (. ongrega tional [ ite:
[ lizabeth Buqu

| am a life-long Unitarian
Universalist with a love of
creative and transformational
ministry. | believe that helping
people find ways to engage
meaningfully in congregational
life is crucial to growing and
nurturing Unitarian Universalist
congregations. | am also
passionate about the
intersection of faith and social
justice.

| have just finished my internship at First UU Church of
San Diego, where | did a lot of work with its multicultural
South Bay campus, led worship frequently, and
participated in justice activities. | helped represent First
Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego at public
witness events, and offered a ministerial presence on a
lobby day in Sacramento.

I'm a graduate of Union Theological Seminary in New
York City, a Christian school that's the oldest
independent seminary in the country. While in seminary, |
discovered an interest in the Hebrew and Christian
Scriptures as well as a passion for immigrant rights. |
traveled to the Texas — Mexico Borderlands with a
seminary group, and was profoundly moved by attending
the UUA Justice General Assembly in Phoenix in 2012. |
interned at Middle Collegiate Church, a culturally diverse,
inclusive and growing community of faith in New York
City that is known for the creativity it employs in its
worship practices.

My work experience before seminary includes a stint at
the UUA's Washington Office for Advocacy where |
advocated for policy changes in LGBT equality and civil
liberties, as well as wrote for the UUA's organizational
blog. | also worked in communications for a pro-labor
organization. There, | wrote and maintained a blog, led
our Facebook presence, created web content, and
authored one of our annual reports.

I live in San Diego with my beloved (but growly) rescue
dog, Lyuba. I also sing with the San Diego Women's
Chorus and enjoy running and baking with chocolate
(though not at the same time).
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Happy Fall from RE!

I've got lots of news to share but
let me begin by thanking Jeff
Heys and Becky Collins for
creating an amazing summer
program, and to all who make it
happen. Thank You!!!!

Jackie Austin-Singer

Earlier this year I was challenged
to create a program from the
ground up that truly reflects our UU values in ways that
are non-traditional and innovative. I was asked to include
aspects such as free choice for children, new avenues for
congregational involvement, and to ease the workload of
our leaders through shorter commitments and less prep.
I am happy to announce our upcoming k-5 program.

The program will kick off with a Children's Chapel about
our 7th Principle on September 7th, and classes will
begin on September 14th. There are many opportunities
for everyone to play a part in the program's success such
as becoming leaders, special speakers, and behind the
scenes preparations. While the program is designed to be
user-friendly, it will take many small contributions to be
successful.

Our middle school program is also kicking off on the
14th. This year's program is called "You the Creator",
which is a hands-on journey of faith discovery through
the arts. It would be really wonderful to have Chalice
artists take on leadership roles in this program (hint
hint).

If you are interested in becoming a leader, assistant,
occasional helper, or just want to know more about
either program, please join us for our leader training on
September 7th in the cottage from 10:30-12:00.
Childcare will be available.

Lastly, I am thrilled to announce that we have a new and
vibrant committee in place! Yay! Our dedicated members
are Rev. Sharon Wylie-Chair, Becki Collins, Jeff Heys,
Victoria Cagle, Gary Cagle, and Barb Schwartz. Each
brings unique talents and valuable contributions to
religious education. Together, we are meeting the
challenges of creating the new program.

I have new office hours on Thursday from 1-4. Feel free
to drop by any time.

Peace,
Jackie

Chalice Groups

Crac,écr Barrc/

Cracker Barrel is a group of liberal £
thinkers; they are friendly, supportive
men who meet each Wednesday at ™
Coco’s Restaurant in Rancho
Bernardo at 9:00 a.m. for breakfast,
and discussion at 9:30. New friends
are welcome. Contact Marty Schwartz
[private]

Where can you find people to be honest with, to
safely discuss the issues of our lives and the
world. This is @ men’s discussion group which is
open to all men of Chalice.

When we learn to appreciate
the value of
sharing time with friends

Mg Passion
Meets the third Wednesday of each month at
10:30 am in the Common Room of Chalice.
The group is for fixers, crafters, artists who
would like to spend some time with friends..
Bring something you are working on and be
creative, vulnerable and joyful in the company
of friends.

The contact person is Geraldine Henchy
[privateft

Yoga & Taiji

Taiji Class at 6 pm each Tuesday evening in
the Chapel. Taught by Pete Houser

Yoga Class at 7 pm each Tuesday evening in
the Chapel. Taught by either Alec Bergamini &
Kathy Zapata or by Jessica Schulz.

These are friendly classes, with gentle
teachers and appreciative students. Wear
loose, comfortable clothing. A $5 donation is
suggested, but not required.



Women’s Book

Discussion

On September 16th the Chalice
Women's Book Club will be discussing
"My Notorious Life" by Kate Manning.
Our facilitator will be Jessica Schulz.
We meet the third Tuesday of every
month at 7:15 PM in the Common
Room. Please come and join us for
another stimulating and fun evening,
discussing the book and many the
other topics, ideas and experiences
that we share at our meetings.

The book for October is "Hotel on
the Corner of Bitter and Sweet" by
Jamie Lee.

Please contact Kathy Johnson for
questions or further info at /private]

Rcadcrs’
Thcatcr
GrouP

Our
September meeting will be held on
Monday, September 29th at 7 p.m. in
the common room. We will be reading
aloud the comedy The Sisters
Rosesweig, by Wendy Wasserstein,
winner of the 1993 Outer Critics Circle
award for Best Broadway Play. A
captivating portrait of three disparate
sisters reuniting after a lengthy
separation and coming to terms with
their differences, respect and love for
one another. "The laughter is all but
continuous." —The New Yorker.
"Funny. Observant. A play with wit as
well as acumen...In dealing with social
and cultural paradoxes, Ms.
Wasserstein is, as always, the most
astute of commentators." —NY Times.
"This is a simply lovely, funny play,
and such family values benefit from
small revelations." —NY Post.

Newcomers and listeners are
always welcome at our gatherings.
Please contact Deb Coon /private]in
advance, so that we'll know to expect
you.

O

Cl‘nalicé GrouPs

Chalice Dine-Qut

This month, on Wednesday,
Sept. 24th at 6:00 pm, we'll gather
at Intertwined on Grand Avenue in
Escondido. 113 E. Grand, just east
of Broadway, on the south side. 760
-432-9839 WWW.
INTERTWINEDBISTRO.COM

RSVP by Sept. 22 so we can
reserve the right size table. Patty
Inman /private] or Gracie
Hinman /private]

This is an open group that enjoys
breaking bread together. Join us for
an evening of conversation and
dining.

| adies Qut to | unch Bunch

The Ladies Out to Lunch Bunch
will meet at the Intertwined Bistro
& Wine Bar on Friday, September
19 at 11:30 AM. The address is 113
East Grand Avenue in
Escondido. Please RSVP
by September 17 to Carol Simpson
at /private]

Stitch? Knit? Crochet?
]:ibcr Avrtists \Welcome

Dianne Decker-Houser

Just a reminder that the Chalice
Knitters - now the Fiber Arts
Group, is on vacation. We will
meet again October 15, 2014,
at 1pm at Chalice. If you
have any questions, please contact
Dianne Decker-Houser at /private].

Chalicc Readers

On September 26th at 7:00 PM at
Chalice we will travel the Pacific
Crest trail discussing Wild by
Cheryl Strayed. Echoing the ever-
popular search for wilderness
salvation by Chris McCandless
(Back to the Wild, 2011) and every
other modern-day disciple of
Thoreau, Strayed tells the story of
her emotional devastation after the
death of her mother and the
weeks she spent hiking the 1,100-
mile Pacific Crest Trail. As her
family, marriage, and sanity go to
pieces, Strayed drifts into
spontaneous encounters with other
men, to the consternation of her
confused husband, and eventually
hits rock bottom while shooting up
heroin with a new boyfriend.
Convinced that nothing else can
save her, she latches onto the
unlikely idea of a long solo hike.
Woefully unprepared (she fails to
read about the trail, buy boots that
fit, or pack practically), she relies
on the kindness and assistance of
those she meets along the way,
much as McCandless did. Clinging
to the books she lugs along—
Faulkner, Flannery O’Connor,
Adrienne Rich — Strayed labors
along the demanding trail,
documenting her bruises, blisters,
and greater troubles.

You've got questions?
Email them to John Drewe
at private]

Cheryl Strayed


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama&view=detail&id=AC28A44D7932285A81B9F3FA97654E2C7EB481D1&first=0
tel:760-432-9839
tel:760-432-9839
http://www.intertwinedbistro.com/
http://www.intertwinedbistro.com/
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Social_Justice (ommittee ~ by Feg Briggerman

Unaccompanied Immigrant Children

This summer, many unaccompanied immigrant
children were detained while attempting to cross our
border with Mexico. The Escondido Planning
Commission voted against allowing an unused nursing
home to be repurposed to house some of these
children. Several Chalice members had attended this
Commission meeting and spoke in favor of allowing the
children to be housed in this safe, caring environment
until they are united with their families in the US or
returned to Mexico. To give us more information, and
possibly, to take further action, the Pacific Southwest
District (PSWD) offers the following comment and
report: In November the organization ‘Colorlines’
published a devastating report on the perilous
intersection of immigration enforcement and the Child
Welfare System. Unfortunately what was reported in
November continues to happen across the country.
Read the report at the following link: http://arc.org/
shatteredfamilies

Second Saturday Study Group

This summer, the Second Saturday Study Group
explored a book by Dr. Michelle Alexander called The
New Jim Crow. The UUA website offers follow-on
activities and readings to extend the Chalice study
group work based on the ‘New Jim Crow’ book by Dr.
Michelle Alexander. Dr. Alexander was one of the
speakers at the UUA General Assembly in 2012. http://
www.uua.org/multiculturalism/208702.shtml.

Also this month, a group from First Church, called
SOLACE (Souls Offering Loving And Compassionate
Ears) came to the Second Saturday Study Group to
describe their work visiting inmates at the Otay
Detention Center who do not have family or friends in
San Diego. SOLACE members receive training prior to
their visits, make at least two monthly visits to the
Detention Center over a period of three to four
months, with each visit requiring a 3 — 4 hour
commitment. They shared their stories with us,
answered our questions, and would be happy to talk
with any Chalice members who would consider joining
this effort. Contact information is found at /private]

Future activities:

The North County LGBT Coalition is hosting the
annual Pride at the Beach event in October. This
year, we will be combining forces with the Palomar
and San Dieguito UUs to present a single booth,
instead of three separate booths. The larger booth
will have general information about our faith, and
an individual area for each congregation providing
visitors a time to talk with representatives from the
congregation nearest them. For the past three
years, participants from these churches have spent
time talking about combining our booths, and are
looking forward to the result.

Also in October, the incomparable Peter
Mayer will be singing at the San Dieguito
Fellowship. Tickets are available, (book early the
hall is always full).

Also, as our new Church Year begins, I am
particularly pleased to welcome our new
Director of Congregational Life, Elizabeth
Bukey. Elizabeth will lead Chalice’s Social Justice
Committee beginning this month. The committee
now has 12 members, and I am both pleased and
excited to continue as one of them. Please help us
welcome and support Elizabeth as she begins her
new journey.

PARKING NOTICE - Piease do

not park on Miller Avenue on our side
of Hamilton. We have an agreement with
the community because the street is too
narrow. If there is no room in the lower
parking lot, please use the upper lot or you
may park on Hamilton, on the right side -
going up the hill. You can park on Miller,
over by the fields but not in front of our
neighbor’s homes. Thank you for your
cooperation.


http://arc.org/shatteredfamilies
http://arc.org/shatteredfamilies
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