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Chalice Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

July 6 – Eileen Maurer, pulpit guest  
 “The Elephant in the Room” 
Today we explore how Jain religious principles set forth 
over 600 years before the birth of Jesus can help us 
approach conflict in our modern lives in a more productive 
way. 
 
Eileen Maurer has been an active member of Palomar 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship for the past 15 years 
and has preached over 40 sermons there and in other 
southern California UU churches. 
   

July 13 – Gary Cagle 
 “Sacred Art” 
Art can be a spiritual impulse as well as a creative impulse. 
For many people, the sacred is that which is associated 
with a separate divine sphere. For the artist, the sacred 
means to be human not just in the material or here and 
now, but in a more transcendental sense. When we make 
culture, we are making meaning. We often make sense of 
the world when we make something of the world. 
 

July 20  – Rev. Sharon Wylie 
 “Portable Magic” Multigenerational Service 
Today we celebrate the pleasure of reading! Congregants 
will share thoughts on the life-changing experience of 
reading. Please bring a favorite book you are willing to give 
away, write a note on the inside front cover describing why 
you love the book, and sign your name. Children are 
encouraged to bring a book as well.   
 

July 27 – Rev. Sharon Wylie 
 “Question Box Sunday” 
Do you have something you’ve always wanted to ask a 
minister, the minister, YOUR minister? Today’s the day to 
bring your question! Questions will be collected during the 
service and answered by Rev. Sharon in lieu of a sermon. 
Children’s questions will be answered during the Time for 
All Ages, so encourage your little ones to bring questions 
as well.  
 
 

Andi Stout, President 
 

I am excited to be starting my 
year as your congregational 

President. I would like to thank 
Deb Coon for her two years of 

inspiring leadership and am 

grateful that she will remain on 
the Board as immediate past 

president! 
As we start a new fiscal year, we are looking 

forward to exciting times. We are in the midst of 
the process to annex to the city of Escondido, we 

have kicked off our capital campaign for Phase 1 of 

our campus master plan, and we are currently 
searching for a half-time Director of Congregational 

Life. You will be hearing more about all of these 
over the next few months. 

At our annual Board retreat on June 21, we 

welcomed new Board members Eli Jones (trustee), 
Debi Streett-Idell (secretary), and Susan Spoto 

(vice president). The current officers and Reverend 
Sharon spent the first hour of the retreat 

familiarizing the new Board members with our 
policy book and the role of the Board under policy 

governance. The new members came well-

prepared, having read a couple of book chapters 
about policy governance and parts of our policy 

manual, and we had a lively discussion. We were 
then joined by trustees Ann Cunningham, Jerry 

Carter, and James Smullen. After a fun ice-breaker 

(during which we learned some very interesting 
facts about each other!), Reverend Sharon led a 

discussion about characteristics of a healthy, 
functioning Board. Then the Board started planning 

this new year. We will be continuing visioning 

conversations, a practice we started two years ago. 
Some of the topics we plan to discuss are: develop 

a board mission statement, how do we encourage 
the shift to being a mission-oriented congregation, 

how to become a beacon rather than a bunker, 
how to do a better job of communicating/

informing, how do we better serve young families, 

and how do we better serve young adults. 
We also decided on the four ministries with whom 
 

Continued on page 4 
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Board of Trustees Meeting Highlights  
June 10, 2014 Board of Trustees Highlights 
 

For a complete copy of all Board minutes, please go to:  
http://members.chaliceuucongregation.org/index-php?title-Board of Trustees 
 

 Please welcome our five new youth members to the Chalice congregation: 

Liam Dulany, Timothy Holmes, Victoria Holmes, Alana Spoto and Zachary 
Skalak. 

 Rev. Sharon will be on vacation June 30-July 13.  

 Rev. Sharon will be attending General Assembly as an off-site delegate 

from June 25-29. She will not be holding office hours that week. 

 Thanks to four people who have expressed interest in joining the RE 

Committee. They will be meeting to talk about summer programming. 

 The Coming of Age group enjoyed an overnight campout at Chalice on 

June 13. 

 Rev. Sharon is still looking for delegates to join her as an off-site delegate 

so she won't be the lone delegate from Chalice. No travel is required. 

 Don't forget Habit for Humanity Build days here in Escondido on Friday 

and Saturday, July 18 and 19. We still have 4 slots open each day. Join 

your fellow congregants -- they supply the tools; we supply the labor. It's 
a great way to give back to the community. 

Coordinating Team (CT) Report 
July Coordinating Team Highlights 
The Coordinating Team coordinates, integrates, and advocates the methods 

for accomplishing the Congregation’s goals in accordance with the Board’s 
Policies. The Coordinating Team is composed of Delynn Kelly, Callie 

Leef, Kathleen Swift, and Rev. Sharon Wylie. 

 We moved the next Council of Chairs meeting to Saturday, July 26 from 

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

 We are going to begin to send a monthly email promoting UU activities 

outside Chalice to promote connections within our cluster, district, and 

the broader national and international UU movement. 

 CT has been working in-depth with a safety checklist provided by Church 

Mutual Insurance Company. 

 We have received new canopies for the patio. 

 

Welcoming Congregation 
We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congregation by the Unitarian Universalist Association of 
Congregations, and as such we honor and value the racial, cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, 

sexual orientation and gender diversity of our members and visitors, young and old. 

PARKING NOTICE  -  Please do not park on Miller Avenue. We have an agreement with the 
community because the street is too narrow. If there is no room in the lower parking lot, please use the 
upper lot or you may park on Hamilton. Thank you for your cooperation. 

http://www.chaliceuucongregation.org/


Minister’s Message 
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Beloved community, 
 

It is an exciting time for Chalice! We have just launched our 
capital campaign to raise money for Phase 1 of our 
construction project, and we are in the process of hiring a 
new half-time staff position, the Director of Congregational 
Life. 
 

This is also a time of great transition and change at Chalice. 
AGAIN! As one of our Board members commented at the 
recent Board retreat, “It seems like we’ve been in transition 
for years. Will we ever have a rest?” 
 

It so happens that I am writing this column at 9:30 p.m. at 
night, two days past the deadline for the newsletter. My two
-week vacation starts in three days. I’m tired. My first two 
years of ministry have been overwhelmingly joyful and 
exhilarating, and this past year has included moments so 
difficult I hope to never face anything like them again. Like 
many of you, I too yearn for rest. 
 

But there is an adage that churches are like sharks: if we 
aren’t moving forward, then we are dying. (In fact, it is not 
true that all sharks must keep moving in order to breathe, 
which makes the saying all the richer, in my mind.) Though 
we might yearn for quiet times, it doesn’t take long for 
“quiet” to shift from “contentment” to “stagnation.” 
 

As I begin my third year of ministry at Chalice, we are 
entering what could very well be a time of relative rest for 
us. The construction project won’t be starting any time 
soon. We are enjoying the blessings of the added meeting 
space the cottage provides. And the Director of 
Congregational Life’s work with us will hopefully provide just 
the right amount of change and newness to keep us moving 
forward, engaged and enlivened. 
 

At the end of my first two years with you, I can say with full 
conviction: 
 

Chalice, I love you. 
I love this work. 
I love Unitarian Universalism. 
I love being your minister.  
 

I’ll rest up on my vacation, and you rest up while I’m gone. 
I’ll be back with you mid-July, and we’ll get back to work 
together. 
 
Bright blessings, Sharon 
 

Rev. Sharon Wylie 

Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, 1-5 pm 

Appointments outside office 
hours are based on 

availability 

Office phone: 760.737.0393 
Cell phone: (not for public) 

Email: (not for public) 
 

~~ 
Rev. Sharon will be out of the 

office, on vacation from Monday, June 30 through 

Monday, July 14, 2014. If you have an urgent 
matter, please contact our Lay Chaplain Convener, 

Nancy Hurt, at (not for public). You may also contact 
our Board president, Andi Stout, at (not for public). 

They will help assess if we need to call our on-call 

minister. Thank you.     

Pastoral Care Team, in 

consultation with Rev. Sharon, 
provides support for those in the 

congregation in need. This can take 

the form of cards, flowers, meals, temporary 
transport, and personal visits. We also visit 

members who cannot attend services.  
 

If you or someone you know is in need of 
pastoral support, please contact Rev. Sharon or 

Nancy Hurt, Lay Chaplain 
Convener, at (not for public 
distribution).  

CONTINUE LEARNING ABOUT 
 PRISON REFORM 

 

Congregants interested in deepening our "New 
Jim Crow" discussion are invited to join the 

"Second Saturday Study Group" to continue to 
engage with prison reform issues. Please contact 

Rev. Sharon with any questions (not for public). 
 

July 12, 10am-noon (Chapel): Guest speakers 

from First UU Church of San Diego will talk 
about their SOLACE program, visiting detainees. 
 

August 9, 10am-noon: Program TBA. We may 

watch the Frontline film "Prison State." 
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Religious Education 

President Andi Stout’s article from pg 1 continued  
  
we will hold conversations throughout the year. This will 

be our second year of inviting spokespeople from various 
ministries to present to the Board. Our experience last 

year found these conversations to be very informative. 

Our last big task was to finish discussing, revising, 
and prioritizing the outcomes for the goals of our 

congregation. These goals are: 

 Maintain a recognized presence in the community 

reflecting our Unitarian Universalist principles, through 
communication and action. 

 Nurture congregants’ spirits with caring community, 

diverse programming, and the challenge to make real 

and live our values in the world. 

 Effectively incorporate newcomers into congregational 

life through a comprehensive, documented, and well-

known process. 

 Enhance the child-based religious education program 

and expand into a lifespan education program. 

 Provide consistently excellent inspirational, dynamic, 

and challenging Sunday worship services. 

 Navigate the transition from a pastoral to a program 

church. 

 Ensure Chalice has adequate facilities and equipment. 

 

Your Board is energized and looking forward to the year 
ahead!  
 

Jackie Austin-

High School Teen Group  

Starts 

Sunday, July 13 at 11 am 
The Youth Group is for those in 9th through 12th grades 

who would like to be in community with each other.  
 

Advisors 
Our youth advisors are: Paula Gonzales ((not for public)) 

and      Amy Jones ((not for public))  
We are currently seeking a third youth advisor. 
 

Chalice youth are invited to join the closed Facebook 

group for “Chalice UUC Youth.” Rev. Sharon Wylie and 

our youth advisors are administrators of this group. 
Youth are also encouraged to join the closed “Official 

PSWD YRUU” Facebook page. 
 

The first meeting will be for getting to know each other, 
and exploring the possibilities for this class. 

Chalice Summer RE Program 
This year we are excited to explore the Chalice 
interconnected web and its connection to the wider 

world.  We are planning lessons and activities to 
involve the Chalice Children in the stewardship of 

Chalice itself and exploring the ways that we can 

take stewardship of the earth.  Activities will include 
planting at the cottage, making something for the 

Bread Communion Service, creating a flag for the 
cottage, and we will keep the rest as a surprise. 

While we have a good response to our call for 

volunteers, we are still in need of more.  You don’t 
have to necessarily lead a class, we need people to 

assist as well.  We are putting together lesson plans 
for each Sunday so that you will have support but we 

are leaving room for your unique perspective and 
insights.   
 

In keeping with the policies that Chalice has adopted 

around children’s safety, volunteers will have to go 

through a background check.  Contact Kathleen Swift 
at (not for public) 
 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, 

please contact our Summer Program co-chairs:  Becki 
Collins (not for public) or Jeff Heys ((not for public). 
 

Another year  
celebrated at Chalice! 

Students in the Chalice Elementary 

Classes and the Coming of Age  

Class presented meaningful and  
fun services on June 22 with  

guidance and love from DRE Jackie Austin-Singer 
and Rev. Sharon Wylie. The students understood 
the importance of their task, and they were 
professional, prepared, and enthusiastic.  
Enjoy the summer program! 
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Music 

Sound Bites 
Tim McKnight 

Calendar of Upcoming Music 
Department Events 

 
UU Musicians’ Network Conference (First Church SD)  
 July 16-20 
Chancel Choir rehearsals resume   
 Aug. 21 @ 7:30 pm 
SUUN Cluster Picnic  & Musical Extravaganza at 
UUFSD 
  Aug. 23 @ 4 pm 
Chalice Home Companion III  
 Oct. 11 @ 7 pm 
Puccini and Pasta   
 Nov. 9 @ 5 pm   

Sunday Worship Music  
   – July Highlights  
 

Sunday Worship Music – July Highlights 
 

July 6:  Tim McKnight will provide the music. 
July 13: Tim McKnight will provide the music. 
July 20: John Schulz will provide the music. 
July 27: John Schulz will provide the music. 

Chalice Chancel Choir 
The Chancel Choir is looking for new members for the 
upcoming congregational year! Rehearsals begin on 

Thursday, August 21st.  If you like to sing, you are 

welcome in the choir! Choir rehearsals are Thursday 
nights from 7:30-9:30 PM. For more information, 

contact Tim McKnight at (not for public).  

Spotlight on  

Lara Brown 

 

Brief Biography 

I grew up in Maryland, in 

the United Methodist tradition. 
We were regular churchgoers, 

and, unlike my brothers, I 

actually liked going to church, 
mostly because of the music. I 

loved singing the hymns, and 
joined the children's choir, 

youth choir, and adult choir as 

soon as I could. We did a modified version of Godspell, 
which was a lot of fun. Then I went to college, joined 

the choir, of course, and took a History of Christianity 
class. It was a fascinating class, but that was the 

beginning of the end of my Christian faith, the end of 

regular church attendance, and, after college, the end 
of choral singing for a long time. 

After I moved to San Diego, a friend of a friend 
introduced me to the RB Chorale and the USD 

Community choir. It was so nice to be singing again! 
But a few years later I fell in love and instantly had 

three children in my life, soon to be followed by 

Rebecca and Leah. So I took another hiatus from 
singing until a personal crisis led me to Chalice. Chalice 

had a vibrant choir at the time, and I was content to sit 
and listen from the congregation. But eventually I 

joined the choir to sing in a music service and just kept 

coming back. And you know what happens when you 
join the choir -- it isn't long before you are up on the 

stage singing and dancing in Cabaret, an incredibly fun, 
terrifying, yet exhilarating experience. 

 
What does music mean in your life? 

Music is one way that I communicate with my kids. 

In addition to singing them lullabies (though Rebecca 
will tell you she has outgrown that), I take them to see 

as many musicals as I can, and I listen with them to 
what they like on the radio. We often sing together in 

the car, and it is a wonderful feeling. 

 
Fun Fact 

It has been my secret fantasy for a while now to 
perform Camelot with the gender roles reversed. I 

would like to be King Arthur, as I know all those songs 

by heart. Any takers on Queen Guinevere? 
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Women’s Book  

Discussion 
On July 15th the Chalice Women's 

Book Club will be discussing "The 
Bean Tree" by Barbara Kingsolver. 

Our facilitator will be Jessica Schulz. 

We meet the third Tuesday of every 
month at 7:15 PM in the Common 

Room. Please come and join us for 
another stimulating and fun evening, 

discussing the book and all the other 
topics, ideas and experiences that we 

share at our meetings. 

The book for August is "Caleb's 

Crossing" by Geraldine Brooks.  

Please contact Kathy Johnson if 

you have any questions at (not for 

public).   

 
 

 

Readers’ Theater Group  

Our July meeting will be held on 

Monday, July 28 at 7 p.m. in the 
common room. We 

will be reading 
aloud a 

comedy,The Hot L 
Baltimore by 

Lanford Wilson. The plot:"The Hotel 

Baltimore used to be the swankiest 
place in town - now it has a date with 

the wrecking ball. Eviction notices 
just went out to its residents, who 

live on the fringes of society and call 

the seedy hotel home. This acclaimed 
play is filled with everyday humanity - 

unexpectedly intimate and moving. 
The Hot L Baltimore reveals the 

private lives of an unconventional 
community about to be turned inside 

out."  

Newcomers and listeners are 

always welcome at our gatherings. 
Please contact Deb Coon (not for 

public). In advance, so that we'll know 

to expect you.  

Chalice Readers  
On July 25th at 7:00 PM at Chalice we 

will discuss The Immortal Life of Henrietta 

Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. Her name was 
Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her 

as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco 

farmer whose cells—taken without her 
knowledge in 1951—became one of the 

most important tools in medicine, vital for 
developing the polio vaccine, cloning, 

gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's cells 
have been bought and sold by the billions, 

yet she remains 

virtually unknown, 
and her family can't 

afford health 
insurance. This 

phenomenal New 

York Times bestseller 
tells a riveting story 

of the collision 
between ethics, race, 

and medicine; of 
scientific discovery 

and faith healing.  

You've got 
questions? Email them to John Drewe at 
(not for public). 

Chalice Groups 

Stitch? Knit? Crochet? 

Fiber Artists Welcome 
Dianne Decker-Houser  

Just a reminder that the Chalice 
Knitters - now the Fiber Arts 

Group, is on summer vacation.  We 

will meet again October 15, 
2014, at 1pm at Chalice.  If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Dianne Decker-Houser 

at (not for public). 

Ladies Out to Lunch Bunch 
The Ladies Out to Lunch Bunch will 

meet on Friday, July 16 at Pizza 

Nova in San Marcos.  The address 
is 141 N. Twin Oaks Valley Rd., San 

Marcos.  We meet at 11:30 a.m.  

  
Please RSVP by July 14 to Cindy 

Carter  at (not for public), and contact 
Cindy for directions  

Chalice Dine-Out  
We will make our annual summer 

trek to Hacienda de Vega in 

Escondido for dining out on Wed-
nesday, July 23rd at 6 p.m. Located 

at 2608 So. Escondido Blvd. Menu 

and directions are on their website: 
haciendavega.com. Please call or e-

mail Gracie Hinman: (not for 

public) or Colette Jones at (not for 

public) by Tuesday, July 22nd for a 
reservation.  

This is an open group that enjoys 

breaking bread together. A 
marguerita on the patio by the 

waterfall sets the stage for a 
delicious Mexican dinner. Join us for 

an evening of conversation and 

dining. 

Yoga &  Taiji 
Each Tuesday evening Taiji Class 

at 6 pm and a Yoga Class at 7 pm 

in the Chalice Chapel. These are 
friendly classes, with gentle 

teachers and appreciative 
students.  

Wear loose, comfortable 
clothing. A $5 donation 

is suggested, but not 

required.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama&view=detail&id=AC28A44D7932285A81B9F3FA97654E2C7EB481D1&first=0
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Social Justice Committee 
The Social Justice Committee (SJC) began June with 
our first ‘Coffee House Justice Meet’. We gathered at 

the ‘Kettle Leaf and Cup’ on Grand Avenue. It was a 
Friday night, so we joined a stream of 50’s and 60’s 

cars driving slowly into Escondido and up Center City 

Parkway. The parade was a fitting kickoff to our new 
meeting format. The SJC now has 13 members; 10 

circled our table. The Kettle staff was glad to have us, 
and invited us back for monthly gatherings.  We will 

hold our July meeting there, but on a different day of 

the week during the summer, to avoid the interesting, 
but distracting traffic. It’s a comfy setting with drinks/

snacks handy, and good work gets done. Notification 
will go out when the date is set. Please join us. 
 

All but two of our circle live and are active in charity 

work and politics in the Escondido community. We 
learned that there is a great deal going on in Escondido 

that begs our attention, and possible action or help.  
 

There were many good suggestions offered from the 
group, lists were made for follow-up: 

 On First Sundays, when special donations are made 

to our Charity Partners, we could improve donation 

bin appearance and collection process, always have 
eNUUS articles in advance, and put baskets out the 

week before, for advance warning.  

 Deepen our work with Interfaith Community Services, 

by increasing our volunteer work there, so that more 
people could get involved.  

 Create more projects to do jointly with the youth 

group.    
 

There was a discussion about the new reading group   
which has focused on books around the current state of 

US prisons and possible reform activities. Their current 
book is ‘The Uncommon Community’. A question was 

raised about finding volunteer opportunities, perhaps 

through the UUA, to help with Prison Reform. Check the 
calendar for dates and times, if you are interested in 

joining this group.  
 

Other Social Justice Work 
Mary Pomerene has been working with the Justice 
Group at Solana Beach.  
 

Katia (at UURISE) has talked to me about Chalice being 
more involved with their activities. They do much more 

for the community than Immigration work, and need 
volunteers.  
 

Susan Sklar and Peg Briggerman will meet with the 
Interfaith Volunteer Coordinator to find ways which will 

Social Justice  ~  by Peg Briggerman 
broaden Chalice’s involvement and increase the 

number of Chalice members who volunteer.  
 

Plans to create a very active and rewarding Justice 

Year for Chalice are being discussed. In addition to all 
the above activities, SJ hopes to bring the UUJM 

(Justice Ministry) to Chalice to lead their Empowerment 
Program. It is a three-month long study program 

including three Sunday services with workshops in 
between. The purpose is to assist Congregations like 

ours which are transitioning to a larger size, and also to 

increase the scope and depth of our justice work. 
 

Upcoming Events:  
- Normally, in July the North County LGBT Coalition 

hosts the Pride at the Beach Event. This year, it will be 

held on Oct. 11, and is re-invented to encompass not 
only the Oceanside Beach, but the downtown streets as 

well. If there are vendor booths for the community, we 
will be there.  

 
-Also in July, we join the other UU congregations in our 

cluster and march 100 strong in the Hillcrest Pride 

parade.  This year it will be July 19. Mark your 
calendars! It’s enormously fun and sends an important 

message to all. Most important, though, we all pass out 
flyers and bookmarks about being a UU and contact 

A TASTE OF UU:  

A FOOD AND  

MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Saturday, August 
23, 2014, 4:00-

8:00PM 

UU Fellowship of 
San Dieguito 

1036 Solana Drive, 
Solana Beach CA 

92075 
 

Plans are taking shape 

for the big Cluster Kick Off. 
BBQ and food on the patio from 4-6 PM,  

Music in the amphitheater from 6-8 PM,  
featuring Chalice’s Grunion Run.  

Gather with UU’s from across the Cluster for food, fun, 

and music in the open air at UUFSD’s beautiful campus. 
We are asking for side dishes and desserts, and will 

need volunteers.  Watch the E-NUUs for additional  
information.  

Contact:  
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Chalice Builds Escondido 
Homes for Habitat for 

Humanity 
 

This year we are going to help build homes with 
Habitat for Humanity right here in Escondido.  We 

have two scheduled days:  Friday, July 18 and 
Saturday, July 19.  We’ll need 15 workers each 

day.  They need helpers of ALL skill levels and 

physical abilities — you don’t ever need to have 
built anything before nor do you need to be able to 

do heavy lifting. They will find tasks for everyone 
who shows up.  See the enclosed flyer, which tells 

you how to sign up and makes it as easy as 
clicking with your mouse.  If you don’t know how 

to do that, call Deb Coon at (not for public) and 

she’ll get you signed up.  Please sign up and help 
Chalice help our local community!  Learn more 

about our local Habitat for Humanity’s work 
at:  http://www.sdhfh.org 

INTERFAITH COMPASSION  
Come & Change Lives, Instill 
Hope, and Be a Light in the 

Darkness 
 

The Poway Interfaith Team will present the 

9th Annual Interfaith Summer Nights Program 
on four Thursdays, July 10- July 31, 6:45-

8:30pm at the Community Church of Poway.  
 

On July 31, Maria-Pia Duffy will speak 
for Unitarian Universalism, and Rev. 

Sharon will lead singing.  Representatives 

of twelve different faith traditions will share 
inspiring stories from a personal point of 

view. Each Thursday there will be interfaith 
dialogue and a chance to share ideas about 

creating a more compassionate and just 

society. The purpose of the Poway Interfaith 
Team (POINT) is to consort with the 

followers of all religions in a spirit of 
friendliness and fellowship and to increase 

community awareness and understanding of 
different faith traditions. For more 

information contact POINT representative 

Gary Cagle at (not for public). Poway 
Community Church is located at 13501 

Community Rd., Poway, CA 92064.  

http://www.sdhfh.org
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